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open. It runs within three miles of the coast throughout
its entire length, and, in many parts, separated from the
sea only by a line of sand-dunes. The traffic along the
canal consists chiefly of salt from the salt factories, and
firewood for use in Madras.

During its course, the Buckingham Canal enters and
emerges from the Pulicat lake, which is a shallow salt-
water lagoon, about 37 miles in length, The lake is
separated from the sea, into which it opens at several
places, by the island of Sriharikota, and the spit of land on
which the town of Pulicat stands.

In the extreme north of the Madras Presidency, the
Chilka lake, studded in places with green islands, which
has been described as a gulf of the original Bay of Bengal,
extends southwards from Bengal into Ganjam. This lake
is the largest of the sheets of fresh or brackish water called
tamparas. It consists of an open sheet of water, 44 miles
long, fed by the Bhargavi and Daya rivers, and separated
by a ridge of sand from the Bay of Bengal, into which it
opens by a narrow mouth. At the latter end of the
eighteenth century, the mouth was so wide that it had to
be crossed in " large boats." The lake is connected with
the Rushikulya river by a tidal navigable canal, along
which grain from Orissa, and salt, are carried in flat-
bottomed boats, propelled by poles or " crazy mat sails."

CHAPTER  XX
AGRICULTURE  AND   CROPS
OF the total population, of the Madras Presidency,
roughly 70 per cent, are engaged in agriculture. The name
ryat (ra'a, to pasture) is generally applied to a tenant of the
soil, or individual occupying land as a farmer or cultivator.
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